
 
AP20:025 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  

February 28, 2020 

CONTACT:  

SOS Press Office 

(916) 653-6575 

 

Secretary of State Releases Final Report of Registration 
Ahead of March 3 Presidential Primary 

  
SACRAMENTO – Secretary of State Alex Padilla released the final statewide Report of 

Registration ahead of the March 3, 2020, Presidential Primary. As of February 18, 2020, there 

were 20,660,465 registered voters in California. This represents an increase of 2,745,412 

registered voters since the last Report of Registration at a similar point in a presidential election 

cycle (May 23, 2016). 81.82% of eligible Californians are registered to vote. This is the highest 

percentage of eligible citizens registered to vote heading into a California Presidential Primary in 

the past 68 years. 

  

Click here to view the complete statewide Report of Registration. 

 

“California is heading into the Presidential Primary with record voter registration,” Secretary of 

State Alex Padilla said. “And it’s not too late for Californians who have not yet registered or 

updated their voter registration. Californians can exercise Same Day Voter 

Registration at their county elections office, vote center, or polling place. We’re expecting super 

turnout on Super Tuesday, so I’m also encouraging all Californians to consider voting early — 

especially if you need to complete Same Day Voter Registration. With record voter registration, 

we could see longer than normal wait times on Election Day.” 

 

Trends in Statewide Voter Registration 1996 – 2020 
 

  1996 2000 2004 2008 2012 2016 2020 

Democratic 47.15% 45.69% 43.20% 42.95% 43.39% 44.82% 45.31% 

Republican 37.00% 35.14% 35.55% 33.28% 30.24% 27.29% 23.90% 

No Party 

Preference 
10.68% 13.89% 16.43% 19.37% 21.31% 23.32% 25.08% 

 

(Based on 15 Day Reports of Registration ahead of Presidential Primary Elections) 

https://elections.cdn.sos.ca.gov/sov/2018-primary/sov/04-historical-voter-reg-primary.pdf
https://elections.cdn.sos.ca.gov/sov/2018-primary/sov/04-historical-voter-reg-primary.pdf
https://elections.cdn.sos.ca.gov/sov/2018-primary/sov/04-historical-voter-reg-primary.pdf
https://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/report-registration/15day-presprim-20/


   

Same Day Voter Registration 

There is a new opportunity for California citizens who missed the voter registration deadline —

Same Day Voter Registration will be available at every county elections office, polling place, or 

vote center. Voters will be asked to fill out a voter registration form and then be provided a 

ballot. Their ballots will be counted once the county elections office has completed the voter 

registration verification process. 

 

* With the signing of SB 207 by Governor Newsom on February 13, 2020, voters who wish to 

update their political party preference or their address (if they are moving within the same 

county) do not have to complete an entire voter registration affidavit during the Same Day Voter 

Registration process. Voters making these changes will be able to make a written request using a 

simplified form. Californians can also find early voting locations at CAEarlyVoting.sos.ca.gov. 

 

Californians who are unsure of their voter registration status can quickly check it online 

at voterstatus.sos.ca.gov. 

   

The Report of Registration includes: 

 

• Voter registration by political party, by county, city, congressional district, state senate 

district, state assembly district, supervisorial district, and board of equalization. 

• Statewide voter registration by age group by county. 

• Historical comparisons to previous reports in presidential primary years. 

• Reports on political bodies attempting to qualify as political parties (by county). 

 

Registration Comparison February 18, 2020 Report vs. May 23, 2016 Report 

Political Party # Registered 

(2020) 

% of Total 

(2020) 

# Registered 

(2016) 

% of 

Total 

(2016) 

Change in % 

Points 

(2016 to 

2020) 

Democratic 9,361,582 45.31% 8,029,130 44.82% 0.49 

Republican 4,937,986 23.90% 4,888,771 27.29% -3.39 

No Party 

Preference 
5,181,791 25.08% 4,177,648 23.32% 1.76 

American 

Independent 
600,057 2.90% 457,173 2.55% 0.35 

Green 83,281 0.40% 77,868 0.43% -0.03 

Libertarian 175,352 0.85% 115,189 0.64% 0.21 

Peace and 

Freedom 
95,242 0.46% 71,326 0.40% 0.06 

Unknown/Other 225,174 1.09% 97,948 0.55% 0.54 
### 

    

https://caearlyvoting.sos.ca.gov/
https://voterstatus.sos.ca.gov/
https://www.facebook.com/CaliforniaSOS/
https://twitter.com/CASOSvote/
https://www.instagram.com/californiasos_/?hl=en
https://www.youtube.com/user/CaliforniaSOS/

